St. Wilfrid’s Catholic School
A Parents’ Guide to the GCSE English Language
and English Literature Exams
“He liked the mere act of reading, the magic of turning scratches on a page into words inside his head.”
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Why is English important?
If you have a child who just cannot seem to see the significance of English, remind them of the
following:
•

A good English GCSE is required for most level 3 courses.

•

Most universities and employers will demand GCSE English, often at Grade 5 and above.

•

It is much easier to do now rather than retaking it next year or doing it later in life.

•

English teaches you vital life skills that give you confidence and an ability to communicate.

Getting the basics right
Developing a short-term routine is key to reducing stress in the long term! Do any of the following
apply to you or your child?
 Develop a regular routine for completing homework. Make sure there is a place free from
distractions to work in, preferably with a desk/table to write on.
 Ensure your child has all the resources they need. For Literature: they have all been given their own
copies of the modern texts, poetry anthologies, Shakespeare texts and 19 th century texts.
 Ensure your child is attending any intervention or revision sessions being offered.
 The lessons are of the utmost importance – if these are not being valued or used to their full
potential, they will be missing vital information.
 If they have been absent for any reason, check that they have spoken to the teacher to find out
what they missed and how to catch up.
 Never say “I was never any good at English” as this can lead them to believe they may never be any
good and to give up trying. Use positive reinforcement to encourage your child to do their best.
 Be aware of your child’s areas for development with SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar).
Test them on the spellings they keep getting wrong. More help on common SPaG errors can be
found below on pages 9- 12.

Talking and Working Together
How to give practical help when your child is revising:


Talk to your child about the texts they are studying. Even better, read them yourselves – all
children have their own copy of each of the exam texts. Ask them why a certain character is
important, or their function in the play or book.



Talk to them about current affairs. Discuss the news on TV. Encourage them to express their
opinions and to explain them clearly.



Talk about the meanings of unfamiliar words you come across in books, films and TV
programmes.



Do an exam paper yourself! It will give you a good idea of just what your child is facing. Get
your child to mark it and to teach you how to do it better.
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Exam Details!
Our exam board is AQA for both English language and English literature.

GCSE English Language
Component 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Date tbc
1 hour and 45 minutes

(50% of total grade)

Section A:

Reading comprehension of one literature text

40 marks

Section B:

One writing task: descriptive or narrative

40 marks (24 content, 16 SPaG)

Component 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

Date tbc

1 hours and 45 mins

Section A:

(50 % of total grade)

Reading comprehension and comparison of two literary non-fiction texts.
40 marks

Section B:
speech)

One writing task: present a viewpoint in whatever form you are asked (essay, letter, article, leaflet,
40 marks (24 content, 16 SPaG)

Component 3:

Non-examination

(Not weighted)

One presentation / speech, including responses to questions and feedback.

GCSE English Literature
Component 1: Shakespeare and Nineteenth century Novel
Date tbc
1 hour and 45 minutes

(40% of total grade)

Section A: Shakespeare play: Answer one question on the play you have studied. They will be required to write in
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole
34 marks
Section B: The nineteenth century novel: ‘A Christmas Carol’ One question which again starts with an extract and
asks students to also write about the entire text.
30 marks
Component 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

Date tbc

2 hours and 15 mins

(60 % of total grade)

Section A: Modern novel/drama text: students will answer one essay question from a choice of two
34 marks
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Section B: The Poetry Anthology: students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on
the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster.
30 marks
Section C: Unseen Poetry: two questions. Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one
question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.
32 marks
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How to revise
Some people say: “You can’t revise for English”. These people are wrong! Here are lots of
practical ideas:
•

Get organised! You have lots of information in your exercise book. Find it. Sort it.
And use it. Remember to bring your exercise book to every English lesson, along
with the book you are studying.

•

Read the books! If you already have, that’s great. Read them again! Remember that
much of the exams focus on testing your reading. You are expected to have read the
texts a number of times, especially any key passages.

•

Know what is going on. Be clear on what you are being assessed for each part of the
course. Know your Assessment Objectives.

•

Make notes. Produce mind maps/summaries of different parts of the text / themes /
characters you are studying.

•

Do some practice questions! Time yourself and answer questions from past exam
papers.

•

Learn lots of short quotations. Don’t forget you can’t take your books into the exam.
Get some cue cards - write 5 key quotations for each theme and each character on
them and learn them! On the bus, in the car, just before bed...you get the idea. Stick
them in your bag and take them with you, everywhere you go!

•

Plan some literature essays. Time yourself. Spend 5 minutes writing down and then
organising your ideas for different questions.

•

Read some poems. Think about your response to them and what you might write
about them.

•

Read lots of examples of text types you might get in the writing exam. Pick up
leaflets, newspapers, magazines and letters. Look at how they are set out and think
about how you can use the ideas in your own writing. Read the Sunday papers. Read
about things you’re interested in (music, films, sport, fashion etc.) on The Telegraph,
Independent and The Guardian newspaper websites. They’re free!

•

Get into a routine. It helps to have a timetable and stick to it. Leave the TV and
Xbox/PS4 as a reward. Maybe don’t revise in the same room as that games console!
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Find revision resources and examples of revision tools below
Recommended websites – revision help for you at the click of a button:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4 - BBC bitesize English Language
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx - BBC bitesize English Literature
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/ - No Fear Shakespeare – translates whole Shakespeare texts
https://www.shmoop.com/literature/ - Provides: summaries, quotations, analyses, questions, and quizzes - great
for Shakespeare (google Shmoop and title of play to find resources quickly – you can do the same with other texts
though not all may be available. A quick google search will help!)
https://www.teachwire.net/news/5-of-the-best-last-minute-gcse-english-language-revision-resources - this website
will point you in the direction of lots of free, useful revision resources and tools
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/assessment-resources - the AQA website
contains advice and past papers (English language)
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/assessment-resources?start_rank=1 - the
AQA website contains advice and past papers (English literature)

Useful revision guides/books:
-

The CGP guides are particularly useful for English. You can see an example of one for ‘A Christmas
Carol’ below. These guides exist for all the literature texts and there are also guides to help with the
English language papers.
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-

Another popular choice is the Mr. Bruff guide:

-

And the Mr. Salles guide to English:
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SPaG – spelling, punctuation and grammar
If your child struggles with spelling, punctuation and grammar, there are many exercises online
they can complete in order to practise and improve certain skills. Below is a lesson that students
can use to test their knowledge. This lesson focuses on how your knowledge compares to the
expectations placed on students at KS2:
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Please use this link for the SATs test referred to on the next slide:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-tests-2018-english-grammar-punctuation-and-spellingtest-materials
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