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CHAPLAINCY IN THE SCHOOL
The most important thing about our school is the fact that we are Catholic Christian community. We
believe that we are all made by God, and loved by God! Because of this we do a lot of things at St
Wilfrid’s to make sure that God is an important part of school life.
You will see priests from the area in school quite a bit, but they are not the only ones who are
involved in things like prayer and Masses, as quite a few of your teachers and other staff and
students will get involved.
The Chaplain at St Wilfrid’s is Mrs Franke and her job is to be available for people who need to chat,
or who need support. The Chaplain also runs things like retreats, prayer times, masses and a great
deal of other things too.
STUDENT PRAYER & SPIRITUAL LIFE
Each morning there is a time of prayer, either during form time or in assembly. During form time,
this may be led by your form tutor, or members of the form might take it in turns. Every form has
some prayers provided by the Chaplain, but exactly how you pray is really up to you and your form
tutor.
Various times of prayer and reflection are also offered to students at lunchtimes, after school and at
other times. We will let you know when.
Trips to various diocesan and national events are also organised, such as Flame, Celebrate, Big
Church Day Out and other gatherings of young Catholics.
MASSES IN SCHOOL
Friday Mass is celebrated each week at 9.00 am in the Chapel. A different Form Group prepares the
Mass each week along with the Sixth form “Mass Team”. This is a Crawley Parish Mass and
parishioners, parents and ex-students are welcome. Any student in the school is welcome to attend.
Sometimes we have larger Masses in school too. This happens on large feast days and at other
times in the year.
RETREATS
Each student in Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 attend a day retreat each year, and older students are offered the
chance to go on a residential. Most of these are led by the Chaplain or other staff. The point of this is
to give you some time and space to enjoy being with your friends, and also to think a little bit about
what’s happening in your life.
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REWARDING SUCCESS
The House System
Each student (as a member of their tutor group) is attached to 1 of 5 Houses. Their achievements in
class, on the sporting field, in their charitable activities, on stage, or indeed in any aspect of their school
life will be rewarded with points towards a whole school annual competition. The 5 Houses are named
in honour of the founders of religious communities with bases in our Diocese. They are: Augustine,
Benedict, Catherine (Sisters of Mercy), Dominic and Francis.
Student Leadership
Students are given the opportunity in Years 8 and 10 to take part in an internally accredited ‘Leadership’
scheme. Students choose an area of school life that they wish to have a positive contribution and their
efforts will go toward a 3 tiered award. To be a student leader should be the aspiration of every Year 7
student.
We are training older students to help younger students resolve differences and repair relationships.
Termly Awards - Each department and year group name a student for recognition either in progress,
effort or contribution and students are presented with certificates at the end of term rewards assembly.
Year Leader Rewards - At the end of each term, each Year Leader will ask for nominations from staff for
students who have made a significant contribution in and across an array of areas.
Headteacher Award, Staff are invited to recommend students for the Headteacher Award, given for
outstanding work, effort and application to school life. These awards are presented throughout the
year.
ACE Points
Students are awarded an ACE point either for Achievement, Community or Excellence. These culminate
in bronze, silver, gold and platinum certificates. Further awards are made to those students with the
highest number in a term.
Celebration Breakfast
Every term staff are requested to nominate students for outstanding contribution towards school
life and their studies, selected students from these nominations are invited to the Headteacher’s
Celebration Breakfast in the PLC. All nominated students receive house points and a letter home.
Student of the Week
Students are nominated by subject teachers and chosen by the Year Leader. Awards are given out at
each year group assembly.
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IN YOUR LESSONS
Every lesson at St Wilfrid’s will focus on:
1.

3 Learning Objectives
In every lesson you have you will be set 3 learning objectives. They all follow this
format:
By the end of the lesson:
1. You will know………………………
2. You will understand……………..
3. You will be able to……………….
It is important that you work hard in every lesson to achieve these.

2.

Presentation of Work
It is extremely important that you take pride in the presentation of your work. This will
help you to show your learning clearly and make it easier for you and your teachers to
see your progress. Your teachers will explain to you how they would like your work to
be presented in their subject, but in every class you will be expected to concentrate on
your work to ensure that the standard of presentation is always high.

3.

Equipment
You must make sure that you have the right equipment to help you learn to the best
of your ability in your lessons. Please make sure that you pack your bag the night
before and use this checklist to ensure that you have everything that you need. Most
of the equipment below can be purchased cheaply from Mrs Power in the school
library.














Pens – black/blue
Ruler
Pencils
Rubber/eraser
Sharpener
Scientific calculator
Compass
Protractor
Highlighter pens
Coloured pencils
Reading book
PE kit
Exercise books for your daily lessons
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LEARNING SUPPORT DEPARTMENT (LSD)
At St Wilfrid’s we make sure that students receive the encouragement they need to enjoy lessons
and make progress. We believe that everyone has the right to participate fully in school life and that
all students can achieve with the right support. We pride ourselves on good communications
between home and school so as to ensure that parents feel fully involved in the education of their
child. St Wilfrid’s has excellent teaching assistants (TAs) who are well qualified and experienced, and
specialist teachers with the skills to help students improve their literacy, numeracy and
communication skills. It is the responsibility of the Learning Support Department to ensure that all
subject teachers are aware of students’ individual needs so that they are able to differentiate the
curriculum accordingly.
1.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

Baseline testing, teacher assessment, concerns raised by parents and referrals from other agencies
enable us to plan personalised interventions for students who have learning and/or additional
needs. These interventions might include in- class TA support, 1-1 specialist teaching, Corrective
Reading, Phonological Awareness Training (PAT), Spelling Mastery, Social Communication groups,
mentoring and Extra English. Targeted SEND students will access personalised literacy intervention
programmes called LEXIA and MERIT which allow students to make progress at their own level and
pace. These will be delivered as part of the Extra English and English curriculum.
2.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

We have some students for whom English is an additional language. These students are assessed on
entry and supported by specialist EAL TAs. We have been praised for the way students from
overseas are welcomed into the school; the differing cultural backgrounds adding richness to our
school community. Wherever possible, students are encouraged and supported to take a GCSE/A
level in their mother tongue.
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BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING & SUCCESS
“But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16)
1.

Pre-amble

Our ‘children’ are not ‘little’, however, they are children and it is because of ‘them’ that we are here
at St Wilfrid’s. We, and their parents, want them to learn to fulfil their potential. Sometimes their
behaviour will prevent this fulfilment. Other times their behaviour will enable learning. Such
behaviour we will call ‘behaviour for learning.’ Children are our ‘core purpose.’ Successful
organisations are ones that never stray from remembering their core purpose.
We are a Catholic school which therefore strives to follow Jesus’ command that we should ‘Love
one-another’. This command should be evidenced in the way that we discipline1 students who
display behaviour contra to that contained in our ‘School Rules’ and ‘Behaviour in Lessons’
documents. Unwanted behaviour is often the result of un-motivated students. Excellent teaching
and an appropriate curriculum can often overcome this.
Roles and Responsibilities
Governors


To work with the Headteacher to ensure that the school provides a well ordered
environment for the education of its students



To convene a discipline committee when required

Headteacher


To ensure that the curriculum offers personalised opportunities suited to the needs of each
student.

Teachers


To deliver stimulating learning experiences (in accordance with the Learning & Teaching
Policy) within ‘safe’ and respectful environments. Lessons must be appropriately
differentiated to match the abilities of all students in the class. Poor behaviour often arises
from work that is ‘too hard’ or ‘too easy’.



To implement the following policy



We have 2 classroom rules:
1. Always do what your teacher tells you to do – without argument.
2. Work with anyone – respect everyone.

1

‘Discipline’ rather than ‘punish’. To ‘discipline’ is to try to correct or reform behaviour which is much more
conducive to a ‘loving’ Christian community.
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2

Promoting and Rewarding Good Behaviour

We reward students in KS3 by a system of ACE points. Students can be awarded an ACE point if they
are deemed worthy of such an award under the headings of:
Achievement
Community (behaviour that benefits our immediate, or wider community) or
Excellence (in any sphere, i.e. relationships, presentation, uniform)
2.2

ACE points must be highly valued, i.e. multiple ACE point awards to one student are
discouraged.

2.3

Teachers should strive to award two ACE points each lesson. More if warranted.

2.4

On awarding a student an ACE point the teacher records this in the students’ planner
with the reason and signs. (Student told to write whatever the award is for, saving the
teacher time and re-enforcing the praise)

2.5

ACE points are tallied within the tutor group and certificates ‘Bronze’ (50), ‘Silver’ (100),
‘Gold’ (175) and Platinum (250) are awarded at the end of each term. In addition to the
certificates the two students in each tutor group with the most ACE points receive
prizes.

2.6

KS4 students are rewarded with ‘Congratulations’ letters/postcards home which should
be sent by department staff and a log created to be sent to the Year Leader at least at
the end of each half term (see ‘Good News’ log). In turn Year Leader’s will share this
information with Tutors.

2.7

In addition to 2.6 it would be excellent practice if individual teachers telephoned home
with ‘good news’ (see ‘log’ above).

2.8

Every term staff nominate students to attend a ‘Celebration Breakfast’ in the Head’s
office with parents informed of this nomination.

2.9

We believe in creating a culture of 4 to 1. That means 4 positive ‘strokes’ to 1 ‘negative.
A ‘stroke’ is a unit of interaction, i.e. a ‘good morning’ or ‘smile’. We do not have to give
a negative stroke if it is not warranted! However, a negative stroke could simply be
advice as to how learning or achievement could be improved.
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School Response to Inappropriate Behaviour

3.1

As a Christian community we believe in forgiveness.

3.2

Wherever possible the teacher should refrain from shouting and outline clearly and
calmly to the student the consequences should their unwanted behaviour continue.

3.3

The school believes that the behaviour of students is the responsibility of everyone in
our community. However, to promote consistency of reaction to unwanted behaviour
we see two very clear distinctions of such behaviour, i.e. that presented in the
classroom and that ‘outside’ of the classroom.
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3.4

Unwanted Behaviour in the Classroom2 is in the first instance the responsibility of the
teacher to deal with and sanction appropriately (see below). The procedures followed
by each teacher, within each department, should complement the whole school policy.
However, if the sanctions imposed by the classroom teacher fail to have the desired
outcome, namely the eradication of the unwanted behaviour, then it is expected that
the Subject Leader will become involved. The school has a ‘Coloured’ system of
sanctions which is in place in each classroom to ensure consistency of approach. All staff
should ensure that they use the language of this policy when dealing with students.

3.5

Unwanted Behaviour Outside the Classroom is the responsibility of the teacher
observing the behaviour. They will sanction and may decide to discuss the issue with the
form tutor/year leader.

4

Internal Supervision

4.1

The Year Leader may decide to place a student in internal supervision if their behaviour
is particularly poor. This is a serious sanction in which the student works under
supervision away from their peers. They do not have communal break-times although
they are permitted to visit the school canteen to collect their lunch.

4.2

Parents will be informed of their child’s internal supervision by letter or phone call. In
some cases, it would be expected that the parents will attend a meeting with the
relevant Year Leader to discuss the issue.

5

Exclusions

5.1

The school will always seek to help a student through their difficulties and use exclusion
only as a last resort.

5.2

The school adheres to the West Sussex Policy on exclusions in which only the
Headteacher or Deputy Headteachers may exclude a student on a fixed-term basis and
only the Headteacher may exclude permanently. (A copy of the County Policy is available
from the Headteacher’s PA). Assistant Heads are delegated the responsibility of
managing fixed term exclusions in consultation with the Head or Deputies.

5.3

Fixed Term exclusions are usually cumulative, beginning with one day but may increase
to anything up to 45 days. The length of period obviously depends on the severity of the
incident.

5.4

A fixed term exclusion will be reported to the parents by telephone and confirmed by
letter clearly stating the reasons for the exclusion, rights to appeal and arrangements for
work to be set for the child. This information will be retained on the student’s file. The
parent will be asked to collect their child, however, it may be possible (if safety is not an
issue) for the child to work in isolation until the end of the day and the first day of the
formal exclusion will then be the following day.

5.5

Students returning from a fixed term exclusion will meet with the senior member of staff
that managed the exclusion and their Year Leader and be given an appropriate reintegration programme.

2

E.g. disruptive behaviour, poor or no homework etc.
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5.6

The School pastoral team may deem it appropriate for a Pastoral Support Programme to
be initiated for students regularly contravening School Rules. These involve as many
adults or agencies with an interest in the Child’s welfare and are intended to help the
student manage their behaviour. The PSP is intended to avoid exclusions being
necessary. Sometimes, of course, a fixed term exclusion is appropriate for an isolated
incident, i.e. physical fight.

5.7

The school will attempt to avoid permanent exclusion, although sometimes this final
and absolute sanction may be unfortunately necessary in respect of serious breaches of
school rules, health and safety of other community members and to ensure a safe and
purposeful learning environment is maintained.
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ST WILFRID’S 3 Cs

Calm

Consistent

Communication

Have you thought about the
consequences of your actions? If you feel
something has, or is, going wrong for you
– take a breath, count to ten and think
“What can I do to make this better”?
Don’t challenge your teacher if you
disagree with them – talk it through with
your tutor or Year Leader after the lesson
Are you following the two school rules –
“Do as your teacher tells you & work with
anybody, respect everybody”? If you do
this your day will almost certainly be a
success! Check your books and
equipment before school – if you have
forgotten something, tell your tutor or go
to the library to buy a pen! Check your
uniform before school and before you
leave or enter lessons – make sure you
are tidy!
If something has happened that has made
you unhappy either inside or outside of
school, have you told your Year Leader,
tutor or any other staff member that you
trust? You can email staff as well as
coming to see them in school if you have
something you want to say or ask. If you
let us know about an issue that is
worrying you we will do all that we can to
make it better….promise!
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THE CURRICULUM
The secular curriculum is designed in accordance with:


The broader mission of the school



Priorities expressed by the DfES

This school is a Roman Catholic School in which Religious Education is in accordance with the teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church. This aspect of our teaching influences the whole curriculum, goes
beyond the academic, and is seen as the foundation for the values we strive to develop in all students.
The extracurricular expression of our religion contributes greatly to the ethos of our school and, as such,
all students are expected to participate in R.E. classes and in the community occasions during which the
school worships.
The student week is devoted to the timetabled curriculum (25 hours), with assemblies, tutorial time and
breaks making up the remainder. There is the opportunity for students to attend Mass each week.
When students enter the school, they will be placed in mixed ability tutor groups in which they will be
taught for some subjects. They will normally remain in these tutor groups until the end of Year 11.
Students will be placed in broad ability streams for some subjects including Mathematics, English and
Science.
Subjects
Religious Education; Art and Design; Science; English; Modern Languages; Geography; History;
Mathematics; Music; Drama; P.E.; and Design and Technology (including Food Technology).
Students will sit school based tests in each year of Key Stage 3 in most of these subjects with an exam
week in the summer term.
All students will follow a course in Personal, Social, Health and Vocational Education as well as
Citizenship. These subjects are taught as one combined subject known as Social and Ethical Studies. In
addition to formal lessons there will ‘Immersion Days’ in which specific topic areas are studied in detail.
ICT will be taught as a component of many subjects and will also be given specified slots on the
timetable during Key Stage 3.
The needs of students who would benefit from extra support in some or all areas of the curriculum will
be met in a variety of ways, including:


the provision of extra help in the classroom and



the use of small group teaching for the development of basic skills.

In accordance with our vision to provide a personalised curriculum we may decide it would be more
appropriate for a student to take our Learning for Life course (see later in this publication) rather than
study a Modern Foreign Language.
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Curriculum Breakdown for Key Stage 3
At St Wilfrid's we operate a two week, 60 period timetable. Periods are allocated, as follows:

SUBJECT

PERIODS PER FORTNIGHT YEAR 7

Art and Design

2

Design & Technology

3

Drama

4

English

7

Geography

4

History

4

Computer Science

2

Mathematics

7

Modern Languages

6

Music

3

Physical Education

5

PSHE

2 (in extended tutor time)

Religious Education

6

Science

6

Guided Reading

1
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ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING AT ST WILFRID’S
For this incoming Year 7 cohort a new assessment system will be in place for all the students.
Students will be assessed against the following four descriptors in all subjects: Extending
Securing

Level of challenge
rising

Developing
Emerging
The curriculum is designed so that as the year progresses the content and application will have
increased rigour and demands (for example topics the students study will increase in difficulty over
the year). Therefore, a child staying on a “securing” from one point in the year is not necessarily not
making progress, the studies they are accessing will become harder. A student who moves to a
harder band is making a greater level of progress.
Students will be assessed against the demands of the curriculum and the key tasks that the teacher
will set for the students. The key focus of this system is that it allows all students to access all levels
of attainment over the year and take responsibility for their own standard of work.
In the Autumn we will publish on the school website the entire curriculum within the four bands of
attainment, this will be a helpful tool to be able to support your son/daughter in their progression
over the year.
How many times will we receive progress reports?
You will receive a report summarising progress at least once per half-term with also the capacity to
use Go4Schools (see over) to log into your child’s current performance whenever you wish to. We
will also have two Parent Evenings over the year, one in the Autumn term which is for you to meet
the Tutor and a Subject Evening at a later point in the year. These are invaluable opportunities to
meet staff and get first hand feedback on progress.
As part of the reports you receive you will also have an attendance summary and staff will apply
Attitude to Learning grades to the individual subject. These are: Outstanding
Good
Requires Improvement
Unsatisfactory
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GO4SCHOOLS
Parents and students have access to student timetables, reports, attendance and current
assessment data via the Go4Schools portal.
Year 7 parents and students will be allocated login details in September to enable access to this
information.
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SHOW MY HOMEWORK
Show my Homework is an online planner and communication tool that allows students, parents and
staff to track homework. Homework is displayed on a public calendar for ease of parental tracking.
Individual parent and student accounts allow homework to be viewed in more detail. There is an
apple and android app available to allow easy access to homework information, and you can also set
up homework reminders.
Year 7 parents and students will be allocated login details in September to enable access to this
information.

16

The homework entry can be a simple instruction, or can have attached resources including
documents and web links.
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ART & DESIGN
Art education is especially concerned with visual education and with developing imagination,
aesthetic awareness and creativity. Work in Key Stage 3 is based around the Programme of Study:
 Exploring and developing ideas.
 Investigating and making art, craft and design.
 Evaluating and developing work.
 Knowledge and understanding.
Exploring and developing ideas. Students will be taught to:
a) Record and analyse first-hand observations, to select from experience and imagination and
to explore ideas for different purposes and audiences.
b) Discuss and question critically and select from a range of visual and other information to
help them develop ideas for independent work.
c)

Organise and present this information in different ways, including using a sketchbook.

Investigating and making art, craft and design. Students will be taught to:
a) Investigate, combine and manipulate materials and images, taking account of purpose and
audience.
b) Apply and extend their experience of a range of materials and processes, including drawing,
refining their control of tools and techniques.
c) Experiment with and select methods and approaches, synthesise observations, ideas and
feelings, and design and make images and artefacts.
Evaluating and developing work. Students will be taught to:
a) Analyse and evaluate their own work and others’ work, express opinions and make reasoned
judgements.
b) Adapt and refine their work plan and develop this further, in the light of their own and
others’ evaluations.
Knowledge and understanding. Students will be taught:
a) The visual and tactile qualities of materials and processes and how these can be
manipulated and matched to ideas, purpose and audiences.
b) Codes and conventions and how these are used to represent ideas, beliefs and values in
works of art, craft and design.
c) Continuity and change in the purposes and audiences of artists, craftspeople and designers
from Western Europe and the wider world.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science is one of the most highly-valued currencies of the 21st Century. Using computers
to help us in our day-to-day activities can make us more efficient, more expressive and more
creative. At St Wilfrid’s Catholic School, we provide a thorough introduction to the world of
computing. This includes a grounding in all the major office applications as well as Control
Technology, and Programming.
Computer Science is taught as a discrete subject, with every student having individual access to a
PC. All students receive two lessons of Computer Science per fortnight. The interaction,
responsiveness and speed of communication offered by computers engage the interest and
enthusiasm of all students. Using computers gives students a strong feeling of being in control
and the schemes of work capitalise on this interest and motivation, while setting high
expectations of students’ learning.
During Key Stage 3


Students become increasingly independent users of software tools and information
sources.



Students have a better understanding of how using computers and software applications
can help their work in other subjects and develop their ability to judge when and how to
use computers and where they have limitations.



Students think about the quality and reliability of information, and access and combine
increasing amounts of information.



Students become more focused, efficient and rigorous in their use of computers, and
carry out a range of increasingly complex tasks.

A wide range of projects are covered that include, spreadsheets, programming, multimedia, graphics
and use of the internet. As students’ progress, the projects become more demanding and require a
greater level of reflection and independence.
Assessment
Each half term we assess the students’ progress using either formative or summative techniques.
This can range from using online quizzes and providing a self-assessment computer program that
students complete.
Extra-curricular activities
Students are able to use the computer rooms and their facilities after school to complete homework
and assignments.
We will also be running an after school club that will be exploring coding for fun.
Extra-curricular activities
Students are able to use the computer rooms and their facilities after school to complete homework
and assignments.
We will also be running an after school club that will be exploring coding for fun, Lego Mindstorms
and Raspberry Pi.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
The ultimate aim of Design and Technology in the National Curriculum is to develop in students;
Design and Technology Capability
This can be defined as; the ability to combine designing and making skills with knowledge and
understanding in order to design products which meet the needs of people.
All students must study Design and Technology up to the end of Key Stage 3. It is the aim of the
Design and Technology Department to ensure that all students are given quality learning
experiences which will lead them to develop practical skills and knowledge and understanding of all
aspects of the subject; including Food, Textiles and Resistant Materials. These opportunities will be
presented to students through three essential types of Design and Technology activity. These are;
 Designing and Making Assignments.
 Focused Practical Tasks
 Investigating, disassembling and evaluating familiar products and applications.
Through these activities, students will develop a body of skills and knowledge, which will include
designing and making skills plus knowledge and understanding of:
 materials and components
 mechanisms and control systems
 structures
 existing products
 quality control
 health and safety
 sustainable design

Assessment at Key Stage 3
A variety of continuous assessment techniques will be used to monitor and measure students'
progress throughout Key Stage 3. A written report will be prepared which will be issued in line with
the School reporting schedule. At the end of each project a formal assessment will take place and
appropriate targets set for improvement. At the end of each year a report will be prepared which
will indicate progress and attained by students over a range of Design and Technology activities.
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DRAMA
Drama has an outstanding reputation here St Wilfrid’s and we are proud of our Gold Arts Mark status
and outstanding GCSE and A Level results.
Drama is a practical, creative, artistic subject involving the whole person intellectually, physically,
emotionally, creatively, aesthetically and spiritually. At its base is the art form of Theatre.
Drama encourages in students the readiness to work with others, to be open to others’ views and to be
sensitive to the words and feelings of others. It provides real opportunities for decision-making and
making judgements. Drama enables students to make meaning of their world and gives opportunities
for them to communicate their ideas to a wide range of audiences.
Students attain skills within the three areas of creating, sharing and evaluating:
-

Creating drama is the ability to generate and shape dramatic forms in order to explore and
express ideas.

-

Sharing drama is the ability to communicate ideas, whether these be through a practical
performance or a piece of written work such as a script.

-

Evaluating drama is the ability to express understanding, opinion and appreciation of drama in
all its forms.

During Key Stage 3, students will:
-

Experiment with different dramatic styles and incorporate a range of conventions in their
dramas.

-

Explore and interpret texts.

-

Use, with increased competence, the range of voice and movement skills which are required to
perform a play for an identified audience.

-

Take an interest in a particular aspect of the theatre and contribute competently to the
management and technical operation of a performance.

-

Be offered the opportunity to visit the theatre or watch a visiting theatre company, and reflect
upon and evaluate the plays they see or in which they take part, justifying preferences with the
use of appropriate specialist vocabulary.

Resources
We have a purpose designed and fully equipped Drama studio, complete with extensive lighting and
sound facilities. Most curriculum work takes place in this venue and it is also used for our smaller-scale
public presentations. The studio is equipped to cater for the full range of curriculum Drama and Theatre
Studies, from Key Stage Three to Advanced Level. Close links with the neighbouring departments of Art
& Design, Dance, Media, Film and Music have also been forged, to ensure that students receive a full
and balanced introduction to all aspects of Drama and Theatre Arts within the expressive arts as a
whole.
There are a huge number of opportunities for the students to study Drama in extra-curricular scenarios
with events such as our participation in the annual Shakespeare Schools Festival, Performance Arts
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Evening and our outstanding yearly school productions. This year sees our 2nd annual Arts Festival which
will see a range of events and workshops taking place over a four-week period which focus on the rich
variety of arts subjects on offer at St Wilfrid’s.

Assessment
Assessment is continuous throughout the Key Stage, taking the form of:
-

teacher observation of work in progress and final presentations

-

self-appraisal and peer group feedback through discussion work and written/recorded
evaluations

-

regular class work and independent learning projects

Homework
In drama we set termly independent learning projects to extend the student's knowledge and
understanding of the subject and related topics. These are extended projects that the students can
spend time and effort on over a number of weeks.
Independent Learning Projects may include:






Producing a video presentation
Writing in role tasks
Creating a performance focusing on a particular skill
Writing a script about particular topic or theme
Mask making
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ENGLISH
The English programme at St Wilfrid’s has been recently redeveloped from the National Literacy
Strategy Initiative and the National Curriculum Programme of Study; this provides opportunities for
students to improve their skills in the three key areas: Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening.
In each year group, the curriculum is divided into 6 units. Some units have a specific focus whereas
other units encompass several skills. There are built-in assessment tasks at the end of each unit
which are usually in the form of an essay or extended writing as well as a reading task.
Each year starts and ends with the reading of a novel.
Unit

Year Seven - character

Year Eight - voice

One

Once
Skellig
Pale

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time
Private Peaceful
Noughts and Crosses

Two

Poetry from around the world

Creative Writing

Three

Myths and Legends

Ballads

Four

Science Fiction
and
Mystery writing

Supersize Me
persuasive writing

Five

A Midsummer Night's Dream

Romeo and Juliet

Six

Once
Skellig
Pale

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time
Private Peaceful
Noughts and Crosses

Year 7: Theme - Character
 Focus on characterisation in a whole novel. Students will study two of the following texts
throughout the year: Once by Morris Gleitzman, Skellig by David Almond and/or Pale by
Chris Wooding;
 Poetry from around the world;
 Myth and legend characters;
 Characters in Science Fiction focusing on a selection of Ray Bradbury’s short stories;
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 Characters in Shakespeare: Midsummer Night’s Dream.
Year 8: Theme - Voice
 Voice in a whole novel. Students will study two of the following texts throughout the year:
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by
Mark Haddon and/or Nought and Crosses by Malorie Blackman;
 Finding your writing voice: creative writing unit;
 An exploration of voice in ballads;
 Voicing an opinion through persuasive writing focusing on Morgan Spurlock’s documentary
Supersize Me;
 Voice in Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet.
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HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT
GEOGRAPHY
What? Where? When? Why? Who? How?
During Geography at Key Stage 3 students will apply these six questions to a range of different
places and themes. In the Geography Department we aim to provide students with a knowledge and
understanding of the world in which we live and equip them with the skills they need to develop
their understanding in an ever changing world.
The following themes are covered:
Year 7
What’s Geography all about?

Year 8

Year 9

Deserts and jungles – could
you survive?

Can we sustain our holiday
habits?

Topic: Ecosystems

Topic: Tourism

What’s it like at the end of
your road?

Can China feed itself?

Would you live in an
earthquake zone?

Topic: Settlement and the
Home region
What is in our green and
pleasant land?

Topic: China

Topic: Tectonic Hazards

Have we got enough energy
to keep going?

Rich or poor; what’s the score?

Topic: Exploring Britain

Topic: Resources and Energy

Topic: Development; Ghana;
Senegal

Africa – what’s it really like
there?

Would you be washed away?

Who made your jeans?

Topic: an introduction to
Geography

Topic: Rivers and floods
Topic: Africa
What’s life like on the edge?

Topic: Globalisation
What’s in the freezer?

Topic: Coasts

EU – should we be in or out?
Topic: European Union

Topic: The Arctic and
Antarctica
Students are involved in activities both inside and outside of the classroom, making use of the local
area to complete fieldwork across Key Stage 3.
Assessment
A variety of assessment strategies are used. These are all aimed at enabling students to identify,
with increasing independence, what they have done well and how to improve their work.
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At the start of each lesson students are given clear aims for the lesson. The final activity of each
lesson will ask them to review their own learning against those aims. In addition, students are
involved in “self” and “peer” assessment on an ongoing basis.
Teachers regularly assess homework and class work. Students will also complete formal
assessments in the way of projects, essays, presentations and tests, for which they will be awarded
an assessment using the school descriptors. All teacher assessed work will provide students with
points for success and the opportunity to develop targets for future development.

HISTORY
History at KS3 seeks to develop students’ knowledge about the development of Britain, Europe and
the World throughout the past.
The course consists of a combination of historical information and skills, which introduce students to
the processes of understanding, analysing and interpreting the past.
Key elements of the course include:
-

Chronology

-

A wide range and depth of historical knowledge and understanding

-

Interpretation of history

-

Historical enquiry using primary and secondary evidence

-

Organisation and communication

The course follows the National Curriculum units. These are:
Term
Autumn

Spring

Summer

Year 7
Theme Study - Britain’s
changing
landscape
from the Iron Age to
the present

Year 8
Year 9
Tudor
and
Stuart Wider World Study –
Britain 1500-1750 – Including slavery and
Including the Wars of the abolition of slavery
the Roses and the
Reformation.

Medieval Britain, 1066
– 1500 - Including the
Norman Conquest and
the murder of Thomas
Becket.
Medieval Britain, 1066
– 1500 - Including the
Black Death and the
conquest of Wales by
Edward I.

Tudor
and
Stuart
Britain 1500-1750 –
Including
the
Gunpowder Plot and
the English Civil War.
Britain
1750-the
present day - Including
the
Industrial
Revolution and public
health
in
the
nineteenth century.

Wider World Study –
Including the Civil
Rights’ Movement in
the USA, Martin Luther
King and Malcolm X.
The 20th Century World
(a World study after
1900) – Including
World War I, World
War II and the
Holocaust.
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The course offers a variety of historical experiences for students as the studies are pursued. In
particular, it employs a wide range of primary and secondary source material made available
through the use of the latest ICT, DVDs and CDs. Group and Independent Learning Projects are
undertaken every academic year, by all the year groups, as part of their study of History. Formative
and summative History assessments, using History NC Level descriptions, are completed every term.
Self and peer evaluation of progress are encouraged during the studies and a diverse range of
learning and teaching styles are used to assist all students to achieve their very best in History.
More about the history, studied by students very successfully, at Key Stages 4 and 5 (GCSE and A
Level) can be found in the History Department’s entry in the school’s website. Be aware that
curriculum changes are coming into effect, so some units may be subject to change.
Assessment
The assessment of History at Key Stage 3 is a continuous process which is formative, diagnostic,
evaluative and summative. It involves assessment by the teacher and by the students themselves.
Assessment is both an integral part of the learning process as well as a measure of attainment at the
end of each unit of work.
Assessment by the teacher involves the assessment of all Key Elements in accordance with the
school’s assessment policy.
The assessment of classwork and homework in terms of effort and progress takes place throughout
the terms.
Assessment by the student includes self-evaluation of performance using teacher feedback. This selfevaluation is recorded.
Students are assessed in a variety of learning situations, including individual study and group work,
and in formal and informal environments.
It is expected that all forms of assessment undertaken will help the students to better understand
history and enable the student to take charge of their development in the subject.
Trips
The History Department organises and runs a number of educational visits. The largest trip is a twoday visit to the World War One battlefields in Belgium and France, which is run in conjunction with
the lessons that are taught in the classroom about World War One. This trip takes place in Year 9.
Other trips include; Hampton Court Palace, Portsmouth Historic Dockyards and the Imperial War
Museum.
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MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which students need to be able to move fluently
between representations of mathematical ideas. The programme of study for Key Stage 3 is
organised into apparently distinct domains, but students should build on Key Stage 2 and
connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and
competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems. They should also apply their
mathematical knowledge in science, geography, computing and other subjects.
Decisions about progression should be based on the security of students’ understanding and
their readiness to progress to the next stage. Students who grasp concepts rapidly should be
challenged through being offered rich and sophisticated problems before any acceleration
through new content in preparation for Key Stage 4. Those who are not sufficiently fluent
should consolidate their understanding, including through additional practice, before moving
on.
The content at Key Stage 3 covers 6 main topic areas.
Number
Through all the work that is done in mathematics, basic skills in number are required. Students
need to be confident in their understanding of the concept of number and how fractions and
decimals work together. Students are expected to know their times tables up to 12 x 12.
Lessons concentrate on practice and consolidation as well as developing new skills.
Algebra
Algebra concentrates on the use of letters as unknowns in expressions, equations and formulae.
Students are encouraged to investigate and recognise patterns in sequences.
Ratio, Proportion and rates of change
Students investigate multiplicative relationships and develop an understanding of proportional
reasoning.
Geometry and Measures
This area includes properties of lines, shapes and solids, as well as area and volume work.
Probability
Students develop an understanding of the concept of chance.
Statistics
Involves gathering, analysing and presenting data with an understanding of probability.
Structure
At Key Stage 3 we follow the “Kangaroo Maths” scheme of work, which is based on a model of
progression. The generic SOW can be found in more detail here:
http://www.kangaroomaths.com/kenny2.php?page=Kschemeks3
Students will either start on Stage 6, 7, or 8 depending on their prior attainment at Key Stage 2. This will
enable students to secure and extend the mathematics they have learned at Primary school.
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Mathematics lessons will normally consist of a starter, main learning objective and a plenary session.
There is an assessment activity at the end of each module, as well as more formal assessments at the
end of each half term. Students will have the chance to investigate new areas of mathematics as well as
formulate plans for problem solving. Numeracy skills are important and students will be able to
demonstrate their ability by taking part in “Numeracy Ninja” assessments as well as using
www.ttrockstars.com to improve their speed and accuracy with their times tables.
Students are expected to have a protractor and a pair of compasses as well as a scientific calculator in
every lesson. At KS3 we recommend the Casio FX83 GTX Blue which is available in most
supermarkets and stationers and online stores, as well as from our school via ParentPay priced at £8.20.
Students have access to a variety of online resources to support their studies. There is a Mathematics
department website, which is full of information to support students in their learning. We also
subscribe to www.mymaths.co.uk to enable students to practise their mathematics out of school.
Assessment
Throughout Key Stage 3, students’ progress is assessed as a continuous process by their teacher. Class
work, homework and unit tests are all taken into account when assessing each student’s skills in
Mathematics. Marking will indicate areas that students have succeeded with as well as those that they
need to focus on to enable them to progress further in that topic.
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MODERN LANGUAGES
In Year 7 almost all students will study French and Spanish. Knowing that many students will have
studied a foreign language in primary schools there will be a focus in lessons to use and re-apply this
knowledge. Some students may be recommended for the Learning for Life course instead of
studying for a Modern Language.
At the end of Year 7 students will choose one language to study in Years 8 and 9 which they will then
continue with up to GCSE.
Resources
In French, the course book Expo will be the central component of a Year 7 resource bank with an
additional homework booklet. For Spanish the book is Mira. There will also be computer based
resources used in school and at home. Other teaching aids will be added to these including access to
Information Technology, an interactive whiteboard, visual, audio and extra support material. In
addition to this, we have subscribed to a vocabulary learning website which has really helped those
students who have signed up, in their revision of new words in both French and Spanish. This
vocabulary resource we can offer to all students in both languages for a cost of £8. This covers the
cost for students up to and including Year 9, plus continued access for GCSE languages.
Use of the Target Language
From the outset of foreign language learning at St Wilfrid’s, there is a strong emphasis on speaking.
The target language is the working language of the lessons. Students are encouraged to work and
speak in the foreign language as much as possible.

Assessment
Assessment across the Key stage is both formative and summative with regular evaluation of
students’ work. Students will be encouraged to assess their own progress and that of their peers –
vital skills in learning and for making progress.
Assessment across the four attainment targets is as follows:
AT1 Listening:

assesses the student’s ability to understand and respond to the spoken
language.

AT2 Speaking:

assesses the student’s ability to communicate in speech.

AT3 Reading:

assesses the student’s ability to read, understand and respond to written
language.

AT4 Writing:

assesses the student’s ability to communicate in writing.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Students will be encouraged to attend after school Language Clubs. There are also several
opportunities to visit France and possibly Spain. In KS4 we have 2 very successful 5 day residential
trips. These are run on alternate years to Paris and Salamanca.
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MUSIC
A fully integrated course is taught at Key Stage 3, in accordance with the National Curriculum for
Music. In lessons, we make full use of up-to-date technology, including electronic keyboards,
recording studio mixers, and conventional musical instruments and voices. All abilities are catered
for by means of differentiated parts within the music that is performed. Extension work is given to
more able students and there is opportunity for all students to become involved in instrumental
work both inside and outside of the curriculum through whole class instrumental teaching and
peripatetic music lessons through www.westsussexmusic.co.uk Students can sign up for these
lessons prior to starting St Wilfrid’s which will enable them to begin learning an instrument of their
choice in September as they join.
Knowledge, Skills and Understanding - Teaching will ensure that listening and applying knowledge
and understanding are developed through the interrelated skills of performing, composing and
appraising. Homework is set when needed to enhance the learning in class and always involves
elements of choice and independent learning for the students.
Controlling sounds through singing and playing – Performing Skills. Students will be taught how to:




Sing in unison and part songs, developing vocal techniques and musical expression.
Perform with increasing control of instrument-specific techniques; including piano, ukulele
and guitar.
Practise, rehearse and perform with awareness of different parts, the roles and contribution
of the different members of the group and the audience and venue.

Creating and developing musical ideas – Composing Skills. Students will be taught how to:




Improvise and explore/develop musical ideas while performing and composing.
Produce, develop and extend musical ideas, selecting and combining resources within
musical structures and given genres, styles and traditions.
Compose and record music using the latest recording software and music technology. In all
year groups students will also have Music Technology lessons as part of the Music
curriculum.

Responding and reviewing – Appraising Skills. Students will:




Analyse, evaluate and compare pieces of music.
Communicate ideas and feeling about their music using expressive language and musical
vocabulary to justify their musical opinions.
Adapt their own musical ideas and refine and improve their own and others’ work.

Music Technology is fully integrated into the curriculum and lessons to complement their Music
lessons through discreet technology projects, or to enhance conventional music activities. This
enables the students to take advantage of the current modern trends in Music Production as well as
keeping their musical studies relevant to the technological world that the they are growing up in.
All students undertake a ‘band’ project each year, producing cover versions of songs in a range of
styles and genres. This is a student led project enabling our students to choose and play to their
strengths in Music and exploring their own musical interests both in, and outside of school.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Through PE at St Wilfrid's we aim to continue the development of the social and physical aspects of an
individual, improving skill levels within an atmosphere of purposeful enjoyment.
Girls and boys have 6 lessons a fortnight in Year 7 and 4 lessons in Years 8 and 9. The vast majority of
lessons are taught within single sex groups. However, some lessons might be mixed.
Students will wear the school PE kit for each lesson. Showers are not compulsory but are available if
conditions demand. A note from home must accompany any excusal from participation in lessons.
Key Stage 3 Physical Education
PE develops competence and confidence to take part in a range of physical activities that will
become a central part of a student’s life, both in and out of school.
Our high-quality PE curriculum enables enjoyment and success in many kinds of physical activity.
Students will develop a wide range of skills and the ability to use tactics, strategies and
compositional ideas to perform successfully. When performing, they think about what they are
doing, analyse the situation and make decisions. They also reflect on their own and others’
performances and find ways to improve them. As a result, confidence is developed to take part in
different physical activities and learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles. Discovering what
they like to do, what their aptitudes are at school and how and where to get involved in physical
activity will help students make informed choices about lifelong physical activity.
PE helps students develop personally and socially. They will work as individuals, in groups and in
teams, developing concepts of fairness, resilience and of personal and social responsibility. They will
take on different roles and responsibilities, including leadership, coaching and officiating. Through
the range of experiences that PE offers, students will learn how to be effective in competitive,
creative and challenging situations.
Students build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in key stages 1 and 2,
become more competent, confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them across different
sports and physical activities. They should understand what makes a performance effective and how
to apply these principles to their own and others’ work. They should develop the confidence and
interest to get involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in later life, and
understand and apply the long-term health benefits of physical activity.
Students are taught to:


use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition through
team and individual games (for example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey,
netball, rounder’s, rugby and tennis)



develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports (for
example, athletics and gymnastics)



perform dances using advanced dance techniques in a range of dance styles and forms
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take part in outdoor and adventurous activities which present intellectual and physical
challenges and be encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to
solve problems, either individually or as a group



analyse their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement to
achieve their personal best



take part in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or
sports clubs

Encompassed within all lessons is the development of theoretical understanding such as bones,
muscles, movement analysis, cardiovascular system, respiratory system, components of fitness etc.
which leads into the BTEC and GCSE route ways at KS4.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Philosophy
In line with the School Mission Statement, we aim to support each student on his or her individual faith
journey. We see each student as an individual child of God in search of meaning and fulfilment in their
life, and we believe that Jesus Christ is the key to that meaning and fulfilment. Our course is based on
the Curriculum Directory approved by the Bishops of England and Wales through which we aim to meet
each student where they are on their faith journey and invite them into a deeper exploration of that
faith relationship with God.

Contents of Religious Education for Key Stage Three
Year 7 – The New Testament
1. An introduction into our community looking at the house saints and some fundamental Catholic
beliefs.
2. An exploration of the life of Jesus including his teachings, death and resurrection.
3. Looking at journeys the Churches journey our own spiritual journey through the sacraments and
Pilgrimage.
4. A study of Islam in our modern world and community cohesion.
Year 8 – The Old Testament in light of the New
1. A philosophical module that explores Belief in God.
2. Vocation – exploring how we and others respond to the call of God.
3. A study of Judaism looking at beliefs and practices.
4. EPR this module looks at personal relationships from Christian perspectives
Year 9 – GCSE
Due to the nature of the new GCSE we have made the decision that we will start the GCSE in Year 9.
This will allow us the time to cover the course with the depth it requires and develop the necessary
skills needed for the GCSE exam. The GCSE course we follow is the AQA Religious Studies B course.
The students will complete two papers at the end of year 11 both papers are worth 50% of their
GCSE grade.


The first paper is based Catholic Christianity and covers issues such as Creation, Redemption
and the Triune God.



The second paper is split between the religion of Islam, looking at beliefs and practices, and
then two philosophical and ethical themes.
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Assessment
Assessment will take place throughout the course by means of an assessed piece of homework and
examinations at the end of each module. These results will be used to track student progress. There is a
planned skills progression throughout KS3 equipping the students to develop and practice the skills
needed for study and examination at GCSE and A Level.
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SCIENCE
The St Wilfrid’s year 7 science course is themed based and aims to provide improved understanding of
the three sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The modules taught in year 7 are:
Module 1 – Being a scientist
This module aims to introduce students to working safely within the science department. They will learn
how to plan investigations and develop the key skills required to become enquiring learners.
Module 2 – Pyrotechnics
This module is aimed as an introduction to Chemistry. Students will begin to learn the basics of particle
theory, chemical reactions and energy transfers.
Module 3 – Sports and science
This module incorporates how the body moves, fitness and drugs in sport alongside the forces that are
involved in carrying out different sports and the safety precautions required for dangerous sports.
Module 4 –By the seaside
This module looks at habitats, adaptations and the causes of variation alongside the physical factors
present on the beach such as the rocks and the effect of light.
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND ECONOMIC (PSHE) EDUCATION
The Importance of PSHE
PSHE covers Citizenship, Personal, Social, Health and Economic, Careers Education and related
education. The curriculum at Key Stages 3 and 4 helps students to lead confident, healthy and safe,
responsible lives as individuals and members of society, as well as develop their knowledge of British
Values. In addition, students are given the opportunity to develop an understanding of how the
country and our society is organised and run, and the part that they have to play in this.
Through work in PSHE lessons and a wide range of activities across and beyond the curriculum,
students gain practical knowledge and skills to help them live healthily and deal with spiritual, moral,
social and cultural issues they face as they approach adulthood. PSHE gives students opportunities
to reflect on their experiences and how they are developing. It helps them to understand and
manage responsibly a wider range of relationships as they mature, and to show respect for the
diversity of, and differences between people. It also develops students’ well-being and self-esteem,
encouraging belief in their ability to succeed and enabling them to take responsibility for their
learning and future choice of courses and career.
Key Stage 3
During Key Stage 3 students learn about themselves as growing and changing individuals and as
members of their communities with more maturity, independence and power. They become more
self-aware, and are capable of more sophisticated moral reasoning. They take more responsibility for
themselves and become more aware of the views, needs and rights of people of all ages. They build
on the experience, confidence and competence they developed in Key Stage 2, learning new skills to
help them make decisions and play an active part in their personal and social life. They learn how to
plan and manage choices for their courses and career. They continue to develop and maintain a
healthy lifestyle, coping well with their changing bodies and feelings. They also learn to cope with
changing relationships and understand how these can affect their health and well-being.
Furthermore, they study the core components of British Values, with an aim to build on their respect
for their country. We provide them with the support to make the most of new opportunities and to
take a full part in the life of the school and its communities.
Key Stage 4
During Key Stage 4 students use the knowledge, skills and understanding that they have gained in
earlier key stages and their own experience to take new and more adult roles in school and the
wider community. They develop the self-awareness and confidence needed for adult life, further
learning and work. They have opportunities to show that they can take responsibility for their own
learning and career choices by setting personal targets and planning to meet them. They develop
their ability to weigh up alternative courses of action for health and well-being. They gain greater
knowledge and understanding of spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues through increased moral
reasoning, clarifying their opinions and attitudes in discussions with their peers and informed adults
and considering the consequences of their decisions. They learn to understand and value
relationships with a wide range of people and gain the knowledge and skills to seek advice about
these and other personal issues. They learn to respect the views, needs and rights of people of all
ages.
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